
Year 4 – Autumn 1 Knowledge Organ-
iser 

This unit will allow the children to understand the impact that the Roman Empire had on life in Britain. They will learn about the spread of the Roman Empire, the invasion of Britain 

and the eventual conquest. The children will also look in detail at some aspects of life for invading Romans of the time. In addition to this, they will have the opportunity to learn about 

the British resistance by Boudicca and the Celts. The children will also investigate Hadrian’s Wall, examining how, where and why it was built. They will learn about the different fea-

tures of the wall and use maps to determine its location. Finally the children will take a look at the Roman legacy in Britain and how it affects life even now. 

Roman TimelineRoman TimelineRoman TimelineRoman Timeline 

Key knowledgeKey knowledgeKey knowledgeKey knowledge 

AD - Anno Domini – The �me a�er the birth of Jesus Christ.  

BC - Before Christ. The �me before the birth of Jesus Christ.  

Aqueduct – A manmade channel used for delivering water to Roman towns.  

Emperor – The leader of an empire.   

Julius Caesar- Roman military general who invaded Britain  

Boudicca- Queen of Iceni Tribe  

Toga- garment woven from white wool  

Amphitheatre- where gladiator fights, animal hunts and theatre shows happened.  

Legacy  — A legacy is something le� behind which helps us remember someone. 

Mosaic - a pa(ern produced by arranging together small pieces of stone  

Villa- A large farm with a big house for the owners.  

Conquered -To overcome and take control of (a place or people) by military force.  

Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary Vocabulary     
• Roman empire started in Rome, Italy.  

• Roman Empire spread across modern day Italy to countries in Europe, Africa and Asia.  

• Rome became so powerful because of the strength of its army.  

• Soldiers were the best trained, they had the best weapons and the best armour.  

• Julius Caesar first invaded Britain in 55BC. He took 10,000 men with him. It took more 

than one a(empt to successfully invade Britain.  

• The Celts did not want to live under Roman rule and fought hard to defend their land 

and proper�es.  

• The Romans wanted Britain's precious metals.  

• Boudicca lived in Britain around the �me of the Roman invasion. She a(empted to defy 

the Romans, who seized her property.  

• Emperor Hadrian built a wall on the Sco4sh border. It was designed to stop tribes in 

Scotland a(acking England.  

• Romans built new forts, new se(lements and roads.  

• They built aqueducts to supply towns with water from springs, lakes or rivers.  

• They spread their culture, language and laws.  

• Romans gave us new towns, plants, animals and ways of reading and coun�ng. Even 

the word ‘Britain’ came from the Romans.  

• The Romans stayed in Britain from 43 AD to 410 AD. (367 years)  

MonarchsMonarchsMonarchsMonarchs 

There were no Bri�sh Monarch during the Roman Era as Britain was divided up into many 

different tribes, each with its own chief. The most famous of these was Boudicca who took 

over as the Queen of the Iceni Tribe when her husband, the Chief, died. 




