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Tha Mayans were an ancient civilisation situation in central America. The Mayan city states began to grow around AD250 and started to declined around AD900 and

were abandoned not to be discovered again until the Spanish arrived in AD 1550. We will cover the stands of home life/society, religious beliefs and power/monarchy.

What you should already know I |

Key knowledge

Mayan Society

= South America is a continent.
The climate of South America is different to that of the UK.

* Human and physicalgeographicalfeatures ofaregionin South
America.

Other civilisations include the Egyptians and the Greeks.
= What erosion is and what impact it can have on land.
= The chronology of British history.

Where did the Mayans live?
THE MAYA WORLD

For thowsands of years, the Maya have Sved
1 Mescamerica, comprised of prescet -day
southern México, Custernala, Belioe, and parts
of Hooduras and B Sadvader. Todyy, the lind of
Ehe Mays harbors thousands of archacologicsl
slies, most of them aee sl encxploeed.
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Famous Mayan cities include Palenque and Chichen, Itza, which
are found in Mexico.

Comparison between the Maya and other
ancient civilisations

Maya society (see next box for more detail)
Artefacts and their purpose

Maya gods and the creation story

Maya glyphs and the numerical system
Maya Pyramids

Maya calendar— The codices

Maya City States and Maya decline

Mayan tourism in the modern day

When the Maya cities were found abandoned
the Tudor monarchs were on the throne: Hen-
ry, Edward, Mary and Elizabeth

Mayan cities had similarlayoutsto each
other. Theywouldhave a palace fortheruler,
aplaza forthemarketplaces andtemples, in
theformof pyramids.

Mayan cities were often found near trade
routes and good farmland.

Mayanswere polytheists believingin
many nature gods or deities.
Priestswere consideredthe most
important people in the Mayan culture.
Warriors, craftsmen and traders were next
in the hierar- chy. Farmers, workers and
slaves were atthe bottom of the
hierarchy.

Mayanmerchantstradedmanygoods
including salt, cotton, honey and jade.

TheMayan calendar(Tzolkin)consisted of
260 days and 13 months.

The demise ofthe Mayan civilisation came
about because of a mixture of

deforestation, land
erosion and drought.




Vocabulary I

Vocabulary economy thewealththata society orcountry getsfrombusiness and
industry
archaeologist | someone who studies the past by exploring old remains erosion the gradual destruction and removal of rock or soil
architecture the art of planning, designing and constructing buildings fertile rich in nutrients to suppaort the growth of many plants

Chichen ltza A
UNESCO World Heritage Site

avillagein Yucatanstate in Mexico: site ofimportantMayan ruins.

chronology the order of events in time

circa Latin meaning ‘around’. c. 800 BC means around 800 BC.
civilisation a human society with its own social organisation and culture.
climate the general weather conditions that are typical of a place

. a very large area of land that consists of many countries.
continent South

America is a continent.

activities such asthearts and philosophy, which are considered
to
be important for the development of civilisation

culture

deforestation | if an area is deforested, all the trees there are cut down

deities a god or goddess

demise something or someone is their end or death

drought a long period of time during which no rain falls.
Timeline I

a system of organising people into different ranks or levels of

hierarchy importance, for example in society
indigenous people or things belong to the country in which they are found
of, relating to, or characteristic of the Maya or any of their lan-
Mayan
quages
merchant a person who buys or sells goods in large quantities

Central America - the countries consist of Mexico, Guatemala,

Mesoamerica | El
Salvador, andBelize; andthe western sections ofHonduras
and Nicaragua, and northern Costa Rica

plaza an open sguare in a city.

polytheists the worship of or belief in more than one god

society people in general. thought of as a large organized group

trade the activity of buying, selling, or exchanging goods or services
I Key Skills I

still 7 had many established cities. Thef | the fieldsis poor, and this million
indigenous

c.AD 250:Bythisstage, the Mayan c.AD 840: The quality of Today_ there are

UExamine a variety of sources and use these to make inferences about the past - in particular about Mayan
economy, culture, religious beliefs and society.
[Describe how the Mayan civilisation has had an impact on modern society.

had manymonuments, pyramids combinedwithlanderosion, Mayan people living in UExamine the timeline of the Mayan civilisation and considerwhere there was rapid change and where there

was glittle change. Explain why this may the case.

] anddevised awriting and maths Central America.
[ I T
E
= c.AD600: The Mayan population exceedad ¢.AD900: Many

5,000,000 people. Excessivefarming and

deforestation due to overflow from the cities cities are now

commeonplace andthisledtolandbecoming deserted

less tertile.

*I OCompare what was happening in the Mayan civilisation with what was happening in Britain at the same

time.

OPlace the chronology of key events ofthe Mayan civilisation on a time line with a chronology of the history of
Biiain. \Where are theoverlaps?

CCompare the Mayans with the Greek and Egyptian civilisations using a Venn diagram.
[Describe the ideas, beliefs and attitudes of all groups of people in the Mayan civilisation.
CUse appropriate vocabulary to communicate about the Mayans.




